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Americorp to the Rescue with a New Boardwalk
Joe O’Conner
Every Tuesday morning a small
group of Friends volunteers
works on some of the routine
maintenance projects in the
park such as pruning shrubs,
weeding flower gardens, and
clearing debris from the trails
and grounds around Eagle
Drive and Winans Meadow.
However, there are always
projects on the “to do” list
that require the Friends to call
for reinforcements. For two
weeks, beginning on March
24, a dedicated hard working
group of seven members of
Americorp answered the call.
The Magnificent Seven
went straight to work and
within a couple of hours carried a truckload of tools, lumber, and gravel up a steep section of the Old Fort Trail to a very distressed area in need of
repair. An old boardwalk on the trail was blocking spring water
and storm water coming down the adjacent hill from flowing
across and off the trail. Instead, the water was pooling along
the trail creating a large area of mud.
The Americorp crew planned to demolish and remove
the old boardwalk, dig new drainage ditches across the trail to
carry off the spring water and storm water, build a new larger
boardwalk, and landscape the area with a new grade reversal
to prevent storm water running down the trail from reaching
the boardwalk. Within the first day of work the Americorp
crew made enough progress on the new boardwalk project
that they were able to split the crew into two groups in order
to offer the Friends assistance with other tasks in the park.

While the first crew continued their work on the new
boardwalk for the Old Fort
Trail, the second crew painted the storage sheds behind
the Trail House, cleared debris from the Dead Run along
Franklintown Road, made a
section of boardwalk out of
old picnic tables and placed
it on the Old Spring Trail,
planted new shrubs around
the Orianda House, and repaired the boardwalk on the
Wetland Trail. By the end of
a very productive two weeks,
the Americorp crews completed at least a dozen projects in the park.
The Americorp crew was
made up of young people
from around the country, from Oregon to Minnesota, Missouri
and Baltimore. During their stay in Baltimore, the Americorp
members lived in the Trail House on Eagle Drive. After their
two weeks of work in Gwynns Falls Leakin Park they worked
on other park projects throughout the city and then moved on
to other projects around the country.
The Friends enjoyed getting to know these young
people, thanks them for their work, and wishes them well.
The Friends also thanks the Department of Recreation and
Parks for coordinating the Americorp effort and the Parks
and People Foundation for providing grant funds for the
materials used in the new Old Fort Trail boardwalk. These
two weeks in the spring are another reminder of the many
hands joined together working to make this park the beautiful jewel that it is.

SAVING THE BRIDGE

George Farrant
In the early spring, several members of The Friends became quite concerned about the number of large tree
trunks that had been pushed up against
and under the footbridge just east of
the Winans Meadow parking lot. They
were concerned that with the amount
of rain we had experienced in the area
and the forecast for much more rain, the
logs would continue to rise and eventually overtake the bridge, push it out of its
moorings, and float it down stream. The
City Parks Department was contacted
and on April 28, a work crew used heavy
equipment, chains, and chain saws to
remove the large tree trunks and save
the footbridge from being severely damaged. A Parks Department official was
heard to say, “Timing is everything.”

Before and after photos of the footbridge and flooding

ART IN THE PARK

Jo Orser
Art in the Park continues for its fourth year with new
installations along established walking trails in the park.
The loop trails can be accessed directly in back of the
tennis courts. Directions and descriptions of the various
art pieces are available at the edge of the tennis court

PARKS AND PEOPLE CELEBRATION

George Farrant
National Trails Day was on Saturday June 7 and The
Parks and People Foundation celebrated in style by holding their 30th anniversary event in the Winans Meadow
area of Leakin Park. The day started early with the planting
of 18 trees around the parking lot and along the Gwynns
Falls Trail switchbacks near the Water Wheel. Two park
benches were placed that provide a lovely view of the
stream and are dedicated to the memory of Bill Eberhard,
a long time activist and member of the Trail Council who
contributed many hours to bicycle and hiking trail maintenance. After the hard work was done, families and friends
were treated to a barbeque, entertainment, and speakers.
Winans Meadow is looking good these days and we are
thankful for all the hard work by our many volunteers who
care for our 1200-acre park, the largest wilderness park inside a city east of the Mississippi River.
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parking lots. Walking along these trails, which take about
15-20 minutes, one can see the creations of inspired artists
made from natural materials mostly found in the park.
Take a walk when you are next in the park or make a special
trip to see them. You will be surprised and amazed by the
creations.

PARK STEWARDS PROGRAM

George Farrant
FOGFLP was recently awarded a grant from Parks and
People to hire two park stewards for the summer months
who will be stationed in the Winans Meadow Area on Saturdays and Sundays. Their responsibilities include interacting with visitors to Gwynns Fall/Leakin Park, providing
information about activities in the park, helping visitors
to find trail heads, participating in park maintenance, and
monitoring the parking lot and bathrooms. Our stewards,
Fred Norton, an ecology student at UMBC, and Dan Hukportie, an economics major at Washington College and an
outstanding lacrosse player, will be officially “on the trail”
beginning the weekend of June 14/15. Please take the
time to welcome them when you are in the park on the
weekends.
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FRIENDS OF GWYNNS FALLS/LEAKIN PARK
ANNUAL MEETING
The Friends held their annual meeting on March 9, 2014
at the Orianda Mansion.
The guest speaker was Geoffrey Buckley, Associate Professor of Geography at Ohio University. Professor Buckley
received his Ph.D. from the University of Maryland, College
Park and has studied Maryland Forestry extensively. His
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Friends of Gwynns Falls/Leakin Park
sentation included historical information about Baltimore’s
early experience with professional forestry. Professor Buckley is the author
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Thomas Jefferson Elementary School
teacher Carin Kirkos was looking for a way
to make her recent science and history lessons more tangible for her class when she
discovered that Gwynns Falls/Leakin Park,
just blocks from the school’s front door,
had educational possibilities. She first asked
Ed Orser, author of the recent history of the
Gwynns Falls, to explain to her class about
the significance of the Gwynns Falls watershed, historically as well as environmentally. After his classroom presentation, the
class walked into the park on the Thomas
Jefferson trail, newly redesigned by Scott
Pelton of the Gwynns Falls Watershed Association. Friends member Heide Grundmann talked to the students about the
1850s-era Winans estate, now a park. Approachingby
theArt
waterwheel
through the
Sketches
Lien
woods was an “awesome” sight, said more
than one young listener, and walking
around the structure on a narrow ledge
made the experience even more exciting.
Heide even demonstrated the way the waterwheel would have worked with a handmade model.
Much learning about science and history took place during the field trip, but
what the teacher and chaperones marveled
at even more was the comfort level that the
students began to feel with their time in the
park. For most it was a first visit, and they
expressed anxiety at being in the woods as
well as in the open, grassy Winans
Meadow. At first some children were reluctant to run freely across the meadow
Continued on page 4
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lia, resting on a limb in an airy spacious cage. There are a variety of
turtles, snakes, large and small, and
other mammals and reptiles. These
animals were donated to the Center
by people who no longer wanted
them or who did not know how to
care for them. Once housed at the
Nature Center, they are regularly
seen by a veterinarian, given healthy
meals and clean cages and generous
amounts of love from employees and
volunteers. In 2009 alone, the Carrie
Murray Nature Center saved hundreds of wild and domestic animals.
The Center’s mission is to educate the public on two subjects: animals and the outdoors. Experienced
naturalists introduce students of all
ages to the wooded environment sur-

ages 5 through 15, which offers
weekly sessions with a theme
based on a mammal, insect, reptile
or amphibian. Because the camp
activities review and re-teach curriculum found in MSA standards in
schools, attendance is especially
useful for elementary children.
There is an option for early dropoff beginning at 8 a.m. and late
care until 5:30 p.m. for parents
who desire a longer day for their
children.
In addition to the day camp,
the Center offers a variety of Saturday programs which vary weekly
and do not overlap with the day
camp activities. For information,
call the Center at 410-396-0808.

To become a member of the Friends of Gwynns Falls/Leakin Park, please send this completed form along with your
check* to: Friends of Gwynns Falls/Leakin Park, 1920 Eagle Drive, Baltimore, Md. 21207.
LEVEL: Individual _____$10 Family _____$20 Nonprofit_____ $25 Patron _____$100 Sustainer _____$250
NAME ______________________________________________ PHONE _________________________________
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________________________
CITY _________________________________________ STATE __________ ZIP ________________
E-MAIL ____________________________________________________________________________
*Contributions to FOGFLP are tax deductible.

*Contributions to FOGFLP are tax deductible.

Summer 2014

Friends of Gwynns Falls/Leakin Park

3

Art Lien

Friends of Gwynns Falls/Leakin Park
1920 Eagle Drive
Baltimore, MD 21207
www.friendsofgwynnsfallsleakinpark

Summer 2010

Summer 2014
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And in case you wondered, water never
remains in the waterwheel trough, because a tunnel and channel (endrace)
take water out into the Dead Run.
Wouldn’t it be great to have a
functioning model of the wheel one day?
Can we find a retired water engineer
interested in researching our mysterious
waterwheel?

Most of the children said that
they wanted to return with a family
member to see the waterwheel again
or to use the park’s trails. Carin
Kirikos of Thomas Jefferson Elementary School saw herself effecting
change in the lives of her students
that day.

Some of Jerome’s work will be on
display on Second Sundays in June and
July at the Photography Contest exhibit
in the Orianda Mansion. Be sure to stop
by to see the winning photos of the contest and to see Jerome’s work as well.
But be careful, he has been known to
capture humans on film as well.

